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ABSTRACT : The growth of the niche market for arrangement has spawned a new industry in the floral
handicrafts “the dry flowers”. Presently this industry has become the fertile area and the mainstay for
commercial exploitation. Drying flowersisan exotic physical processwith the unique ability to preserve
alife appearance and colour in beautiful blooms. Dried produce is sent to the processing units, which
generally entail three treatments such as Drying, Bleaching and Dyeing. The techniques applied by
dried flower processors are varied. Sometimes can be simply air dried while others must be treated
with glycerine to prevent brittleness after drying. Freeze drying is now in vogue, being the latest state
of art. Sulphur gas is used to fix the colour in some sp and many products are bleached and dyed
according to the preferences (Anonymous, 1997). This paper is a step towards standardizing techniques
of drying, bleaching and dyeing of dry flowers.
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